Jazz ... and
all that faith

By BRUCE BEST
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the

swongs on his newly released CD

example, he wrote one of

Coogeed Celieciion, whible waling

in an aarpset bounge. [Us called
“desus s the way
1 wad wislmge [or o

'...'I-c||1',_: Ihr-.\u!:h ]

sHlmng

plang  and
newspaper,” he recalls. “With each
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“1 thought, ‘How do people go
on resding this on their way to
vk, amd hve any hope? And the
answer came o me: “Jesas is the
way.” 1 thought. “That's got to he
written.” [t
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“Crer the VEArs I've recorded
gospel tracks on many of my
albums, if not most. People kept
saying. “When are you going o dio
an album of just gospel masic?
And T =said, *T must, T must” 5o 0
have,” he says.

There's mone 10 il than that, of
course, James Momison's story
includes growing up in the church
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In fact, some of the songs on
the CD are & reminder of the old
spintuals: sla

s with no hope of

justice in this life. singing of the
prospect of
after death

imding glory in a life
On they're testimony
to thie simple faith.

But travel as much and as
widely as this man of music dogs,
and you =oon encounter “the

influences of many other peophe’s

faith and realisations along he
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For example, he spent some
me working as & soloist with
lsrael’s national orchestra. “1 was
fascinating talking about what
theey [orchestra members] think of
Jesus,” he recalls

Later, he spe

time with a g

of musicians in Inchia, amd that
produced  another “illuminating
conversation' about Jesus
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question,” he says. People can be
diligent about their faith, but no
wanting 0 change can alkh be
Faziness: “You just keep thinking
the samie things,”

That's not his style, and we
might see the resulis of that n
mkic soane day

He acknow ledges that almoss
all “those songs |on  Gospel
Cellection] are from my the
of growing up” (although he
think "Down by the
overssle” sounded quile hke his
jazz wersion when he sang it in

doesn’t

Sunday school)
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dilterent from the simple fasth of
the old spamtuals? Perhaps. “In
future |with faith music], I'll be
curying on from whiere 1 leli off”
LAYE Mr Momson

And it’s been a fathful, bai
complex, joumey for him since the
days of "Blessed assurance™ amd
Jesus loves me”
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mobile phome has a “record

femction. He dictased the
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